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3rd FOURTH SUNDAY   
 OF EASTER     
 
10th FIFTH SUNDAY   
             OF EASTER 
 
17th ASCENSION DAY   
 
24th  SEVENTH SUNDAY    
 OF EASTER         
  
31ST PENTECOST    

ALDERHOLT PARISH NEWS 

ST. JAMES' PARISH CHURCH, SP6 3DN 

Vicar     Revd Simon Woodley   stjamesvicar@yahoo.com 

           tel: 839068 

 

Churchwardens   Mrs Christine Hensel     tel: 652606 

  Mr Roger Cutlack    tel: 501375 

 

Organist & Choirmaster  Mr Stephen Rothwell   tel. 655210 

 

Parish Administrator   Mrs Holly Botto          07805979827 

     stjameschurchalderholt@gmail.com  

May Diary Dates  

CHURCH SERVICES 

HAVE BEEN CANCELLED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

DUE TO THE 

CORONAVIRUS. 

A View from the Pew 

 

 You are amazing! In spite of all your shortcomings, the straying off from God’s path many times, and even 
sometimes outright rebellion, you are where you are. You have been tempted, and sometimes you have given 
in, but thanks to the events on that first Easter Day you are now on the right road. You have been forgiven, you 
are a full person, equal in His sight: forgiven and whole. Now you are free because He has recognised you as 
one of His beloved saints. You may not feel that that is a job description that fits you but the truth is that He 
loves you and wants the very best for you. Not only does Easter mean a fresh start but this “time of the Corona-
virus” gives us all the opportunity to take a good look at ourselves and make any adjustments to our lives that 
He shows us. An exciting future awaits us all. 

 

         Bartimaeus 

 
 

Letters or comments on the above article may be sent to the Parish Office stjameschurchalderholt@gmail.com  
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FROM THE VICAR 

So I try to avoid “doing theology” in these magazine pieces - I figure that if you want that sort 

of stuff you can come to church, or go to a lent group, or look online (I will start a blog soon - 

watch out!). So I try to write about the stuff going on in the village, or in the family or garden - 

the stuff of everyday life. Except this month it would be hard to write about any of those 

things without mentioning the “you-know-what”. And if you’re like me, there’s only so much 

of “you-know-what” I can take. I read a bit, keep up to date with news a bit, but when every 

programme, every newspaper article is all about it, I get a bit fed up. So, here’s more of my 

little story… 

 

After an exciting false start of going to Peru and Canada, we settled in Bedford for all of my 

school years. Bedford was a nice market town by a river, with 50,000 inhabitants and famous 

for being the place where John Bunyan was imprisoned. I used to cycle past a bronze statue 

of him every day, which used to scare me. It was one of those childish misunderstandings of 

grown-up speak, when my Mum explained what it was, I thought he actually met his death 

by having molten bronze poured over him. I had a very grisly imagination! The jail that 

Bunyan was kept in was under the town bridge, and when the river rose, as it frequently did, 

the cells flooded too. It must have been very frightening. Bunyan was an itinerant preacher, 

of free church persuasion, who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress as a way of explaining the Christian 

life to ordinary folk. For this, the Church of England had him locked up. Oh dear - we have so 

much to repent of. The Progress was for a long time the second most published book after 

the Bible - and its a great, great, analogy. Bedford was also famous for having 4 private 

schools - 2 for the boys, 2 for the girls - with much rivalry and fraternising between them all. I 

was quite a good swimmer and one of the schools had a very good swimming team, and a 

coach who was part of the Olympic team, so I was sent to that one. It turns out I was quite a 

rough child, and my parents worried that I had the wrong sort of friends, so at the age of 12 I 

moved to the rival school - which didn’t help me fit in at all.  

I had an idyllic childhood - full of angst and teenage heartache - just like it should be! 

Actually, until my teenage years it was very halcyon. We lived in a village on the outskirts, 

and the fields behind our house were heaven to me. Climbing haystacks and building dens, 

stealing golf balls from the neighbouring course, blackberrying, walking down to the river, a 

hot air balloon once landed, and I used to run round fields with dark brown folds of earth 

after they’d just been ploughed, and come in with trainers clogged up with Bedfordshire 

clay.  

I think that when you are young you feel everything with such powerful emotions, you 

experience things for the first time, you discover the world and life - and it is full of wonder. 

We went to church in town, rather than the village (don’t ask me why, I was a child!). This was 

the 1970’s and very progressively they had a 9am children’s service. I know there was an 

8am, and a later service with robed choir, but the one we went to had slightly more modern 

songs, and a slightly pared down liturgy, but it certainly wasn’t as relaxed as Messy Church - 

people still wore ties and we had sides-men handing out books and all that! I was a server, 

and a candle holder, and on one of my first Sundays, when we were standing in the vestry 

waiting to process in, the priest said “Let us pray” and we all bowed our heads. The next 

moment the fringe of my hair caught alight! It went out straight away, but as we processed 

in, all the congregation could smell was burnt hair, which probably didn’t help them focus on 

worship! 

I loved God as a child. We used to say family prayers around the bed at night, and I had a 

book of prayers, and sometimes I took the service sheet home and would read the 

communion under the bedclothes. So you might think, looking at Simon aged 8 or 9, that it 

was obvious he would go into the Church. Sadly, things were about to change, and in the 

midst of the storms of adolescence I took some very bad turns, made some bad choices, 

and nearly lost it all. Till next time… 

 

Revd Simon Woodley 
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Rev Duncan Dormor has sent this message of thanks to all to all USPG supporters at this 

time: 

We don’t yet know what the full impact of Covid-19 will be globally on health and liveli-

hoods, on food security and on people’s life chances. The marginalised and those liv-

ing in extreme poverty will be hardest hit. 

At this time of national crisis when Church doors remain bolted, the heart of the Church

-its people- still reaches out in loving service to others, in concern for the marginalised 

and in calling for social justice. Here at USPG we have been working for over 300 years 

and are still reaching out to our cherished global partners, the churches of the Angli-

can communion across the world, enabling them to meet the needs of their communi-

ties in the most trying of circumstances. We all know what that feels like at the moment. 

As communities of hope and resilience our partner churches have responded to many 

challenges in recent years. Today as we face the challenge of Covid-19 we all stand 

together in solidarity and I want to take this opportunity to thank you personally for your 

prayers and support and want you to know that USPG holds you and our partner 

churches in our prayers. We pray that you and all you loved ones will stay safe and 

well. From all at USPG, thank you and God Bless You!  

 

USPG is launching a new fund in solidarity with its partner churches across the world to 

meet the many pressing needs of the communities they serve in these challenging 

times. 

Many people in our own community will be financially affected by this crisis but I would 

like to suggest that those whose salaries, pensions or other sources of income remain 

secure at this time consider making a THANK YOU offering to one of the charities which 

are being so badly affected at this time. If you would like to make that THANK YOU of-

fering to USPG cheques can be made payable to USPG and I will be delighted to pass 

them on. 

Thank you.  

Christine Hensel  USPG Secretary 
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One of Salisbury Cathedral’s magnificent stained glass windows has been restored, 

thanks to fundraising by its Friends association. 

The money was raised at the Friends’ 2019 open gardens event and matched by the sales 

of paintings and a book by Salisbury Florilegium Society. 

A group of the Friends visited the cathedral’s glaziers’ workshop earlier this year to learn 

about the restoration process.  

The window, one of 12 by Clayton & Bell, was erected by ‘grateful patients and friends’ 

in memory of William Martin Coates in 1886. 

Senior conservator Sam Kelly said water had been pouring through the window. 

“When we put up the scaffolding, we discovered that the top was hanging out and could 

have fallen out,” he said. 

During the 16th century a huge amount of glazing and blacksmithing was being done and 

most of the bar work of the nave windows was 16th century.  

However, the bars above the 16th century ones were medieval and this explained why 

water was pouring in: in medieval times handmade blacksmith’s nails would have been 

used and when these fail, the bars that held the glass in place also fail, letting in water. 

He explained that when a window is brought to the workshop, two rubbings are made of 

it and all the details of the work to be done are marked on the rubbings: the one on 

brown paper is the working document and the one on white paper is kept forever to ena-

ble future glaziers to know what materials had been used. 

“After this is done, we strip the old leadwork out and re-lead,” he said. 

“We take it apart and lay it out like a jigsaw. Everything has to fit to the bar work. 

“It is impurities that make bars rust, so the more it is worked, the more impurities are 

worked out of the metal. 

“Nowadays stainless steel is used – we cannot afford to have bars blacksmith-made! 

“Every light has at least a couple of bars on it to hold it totally in place.” 

The window was returned to the south nave aisle during March, just before the cathedral 

was closed to visitors due to the coronavirus pandemic.  
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 Ads and Announcements  
ADVERTISE ITEMS FOR SALE OR WANTED IN OUR 

 ‘FREE ADVERTISEMENTS’ SECTION. 
Any advertisement will appear for one month only.  Maximum of 40 words including 

contact details.  Photographs/illustrations cannot be accepted. No item advertised can 

be priced at more than £40. Only advertisements from a private seller/buyer living in the 

Parish of Alderholt will be accepted. 

 
Advertisements can be sent by e-mail to alderholtparishnews@gmail.com using the 

subject title ‘Free Advertisement’ All copy must be received by midday on the 14th of the 

month prior to publication. 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION  
ALDERHOLT PARISH NEWS published for ALDERHOLT PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL is available at 

ST. JAMES’ CHURCH,  FOREST EDGE COFFEE SHOP and the CO-OP. 

MATERIAL FOR INCLUSION IN THE MAGAZINE should be sent by e-mail to 

alderholtparishnews@gmail.com by Noon on the 14th of the preceding month.  

PARISH NEWS CO-ORDINATOR  AND  ADVERTISEMENT ENQUIRIES Holly Botto 07805979827 or 

alderholtparishnews@gmail.com  

THE PARISH NEWS CAN BE DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME EVERY MONTH. Subscription rate of £5.50 for a 

calendar year. Part years will be charged pro rata. (Cheques made payable to Alderholt Parish 

News). Delivery free in Alderholt.   ‘Phone the office on 07805979827 or email 

alderholtparishnews@gmail.com 

Save the Date  

Building on the success of last year’s fete alternative, we’re planning for St James 

Giant Tea Party to be on the weekend of 4th and 5th July. 

 

Please put it in your diaries and come along! 

- Graco Babies Camping cot. Well loved for our grandchildren and now looking for a new home. 
- Babystart car seat, adjustable seatbelts. 5 point for 9-18kg or 3 point for 15-36kg. 
 
Price - donation to the Covid 19 NHS charity please. 
 
Contact 07721 869 032     Lin Lyons 

mailto:alderholtparishnews@gmail.com
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I really count my blessings that we live where we do. Never mind 

the lack of facilities - we have a good community and a garden! 

(Unlike my daughter - stuck in a flat in central London with no 

outside space and no friendly neighbours) 

I love to feed the birds but have noticed a new species on the 

bird table recently. (Photo attached) This cat loves the suet 

nibbles I put out for the starlings and will go to extreme lengths to 

get to them. I watched for about ten minutes as it squeezed itself 

under the roof and knocked a few to ground, jumped down, ate 

them and repeated the sequence. It's contortions were highly 

amusing to watch! So, sorry starlings and sorry, too, to the owner 

of the cat who may be wondering why her cat is putting on 

weight!     Sue Sims 

Thoughts, Poems, Pictures, Jokes…….. 

ONLINE EXPERIENCE 

I related the following story to a few friends, they suggested I should send it in for the 

magazine :- 

I have had a very rewarding morning and I thought I should share it with you, but 

please don't share this with your other friends or they will all want some. 

Some of you will be aware I have a slight weakness for Jakemans peppermint and 

menthol lozenges. Other flavours, it is true, are more readily available. I normally buy 

them in a shop at Castlepoint, but this is closed during the lock down so I thought I 

would see if I could set up an online delivery. First off it said due to the Corona virus we 

are not accepting guest orders at present. Fair enough, so I set up an account. It said 

we require a minimum order of £15 to entitle you to free delivery. But, even if our order 

was under £15 delivery was only £3 so therefore not a fortune. I put in for 5 packets of 

my Jakemans and it accepted that, the excitement is building. So I called out to Jean 

was there anything she needed? She said 'We are getting quite short of liquid hand 

wash'.  Searching through various brands, out of stock, out of stock, a familiar 

message. Then I found a Radox one on offer (having confirmed with Jean she was 

happy with this one, ‘fine’ she said), so I popped that in our basket and a couple of 

other makes! I then went to check out and we were still well below £15 because of 

the offers they were handing us so we ordered some more bits, then went to the 

checkout again. We were up to £15.50 great, we went to pay and it said you have 

missed an offer on Radox!, you can order another one for free! So I ordered that as 

well, still £15.50. By now you're all rushing to go online, but wait because it gets even 

better I go to the check-out again to pay and they have Paypal, great. It then says 

we are unable to supply some of your items. The only thing left in our basket is 

Fixodent! Needless to say we cancelled the order. We have had an email thanking us 

for signing up for their online service. That's an hour and a half of excitement I won't 

get again! 

Mumble mumble 

Les Sacre 
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We oldies thought we'd seen it all, but 

this has been a bummer 

Let's hope it's over very soon so we can 

enjoy the Summer 

The imposed isolation's been quite a 

shock to all 

We're used to charging round and having 

quite a Ball 

 

Coronavirus has arrived & is worse than 

we expected 

the issued frightening forecast, by us was 

first  rejected, 

But now it's hit us hard, and we 

wondered how we'd cope 

With selfish people emptying stores, for 

us there was no hope 

 

But no, We are quite staggered, by our 

neighbour's oh so kind 

Of villagers so willing,, we have not been 

left behind 

Forget selfish hoarders - community's 

here to start 

And we thank them most sincerely from 

the bottom of our heart. 

 

We're told to stay at home. Well that has 

been quite fun 

We've decorated, gardened, outstanding 

jobs've been done, 

The box files have been tidied, my heart 

begins to sing 

The only problem now is - I can't find a 

bloomin thing! 

The Windows have been cleaned, carpets 

shampooed too 

If I go on at this rate there'll be nothing left 

to do! 

We've had food from the local pub, each one 

has been a treat 

We had them hand delivered so no strangers 

could we meet! 

 

We've really missed our family, thank 

goodness for FaceTime 

The kids have left food parcels in the porch, 

not wifi line  

We've missed meeting up with pals, but 

open up our eyes 

And there they are going up the field for 

their daily exercise. 

 

There’s so much to be thankful for, like living 

out of town 

Will loads of lovely people, trying so hard not 

to frown ,  

WE lift each other's spirits, and try to have a 

"loff" 

But watch out for a sore throat, 'cause then 

you dare not cough! 

 

Stay home Folk - stay safe, and thanks again 

to everyone who has been so kind. 

By Diane Buckley  
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Some of you may have seen this Facebook post and 

wondered what a farmer might be doing during covid-19 

crisis. Farmers have been recognised by the government 

as keyworkers, the first rung of the food production lad-

der. This month’s parish magazine being produced 

online means it’s easier to include photos of what has 

been happening on Bull Hill Farm through the spring 

months.  

We are used to working long hours and rarely taking a 

day off, the consolation is being able to work in the 

beautiful countryside while doing a vital job of producing 

food and looking after the land.  

After a long wet autumn and winter we took the oppor-

tunity to do some land drain repairs in preparation for 

sowing the spring barley which was done 10 days later. 

As you can see in the photo the barley is now up and 

growing and has had its last application of artificial ferti-

liser.  

We have a small herd of beef cattle on the farm. Care for 

them and any animal is classed as essential work. Most 

of our cattle spend the winter months in loose housing, 

they have fresh straw each morning and are feed twice a 

day, 365 days a year. We do jobs such as putting in a 

new ear tag and trimming a straggly tail before moving 

the steer into a new barn. The cattle markets remain 

open but with strict social isolation rules so, Adrian has 

been able to purchase store cattle to maintain the cycle 

of beef production on the farm.  

The early spring months is a time to prepare the grass 

for this year’s cropping. After the winters unprecedent-

ed rainfall, a drier month has enabled us to chain harrow 

and roll all of our grass fields. We do this to remove any 

dead grass, level the mole hills, push down stones to 

save the mower blades and stimulates the grass to 

spread. 

Farmers appreciate that people want to share this lovely 

countryside with them but urge walkers not to spread 

the virus. Please follow the country code to keep lambs 

and young calves safe. Please don’t pick the wildflowers 

but leave them for everyone to enjoy.   

Stay safe and protect our countryside. 

 

Copied from a Facebook post. 

 

Repairing land drains in Green field. 21st March 

 

Green field - Top dressing with artificial fertiliser.  15th April 

 

Giving a steer a new ear tag and trimming his tail.  
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ANSWERS TO APRIL QUIZ 
1. Born in the 16th Century in Devon, England, his career was linked to tobacco and potatoes, and he was imprisoned in the 

Tower of London. Who was this? Sir Walter Raleigh. 

2. I'm called thick when close to the ground, but people smile when I'm high. What am I? A cloud. 

3. Who created the animation for Monty Python? Terry Gilliam. 

4. Who, in 1806, became King George's favourite potter? Josia Spode. 

5. In the long-running British TV series, Coronation Street, what was the name of Minni Caldwell's cat? Bobby. 

6. What is painter and sculptor Michelangelo's full name? Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni. 

7. Name the artist who was born in Milan in 1571 and was described during his lifetime as the most famous painter in Rome, 

despite having had a death warrant issued against him by the pope. Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio. 

8. Whereabouts in London is the Stock Exchange? Paternoster Square. 

9. What is the world's biggest spider? Goliath birdeater tarantula. 

10. Info.cern.ch is famous for being what? The world's very first website. 

NEWS from Alderholt Community Fund. 

 

The Trustees have agreed contributions for camping equipment to:- 

1st Alderholt Boys’ Brigade & Girls’ Association.  Tents and 

rucksacks. 

1st Alderholt Scouts Group (Beaver Scout Colony, Cub Scout Pack 

and Scout Troop).  Tents and equipment 

Both contributions will help youngsters to get out camping as soon 

as the pandemic allows.   

The Trustees looked at a number of other applications, some of 

which are affected by the pandemic.  In view of this the Trustees will 

review these applications regularly through the spring and summer 

to try and help, as the pandemic situation changes. 

The next formal meeting will be in October. 

 

https://alderholtcommunitycharitabletrust.org/  alderholtcommunityfund@gmail.com 

https://alderholtcommunitycharitabletrust.org/
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Before the Corona Virus shutdown, 1st Alderholt Rainbows were enjoying working on their Communi-
cate, Express Myself badge learning among other things how to sign their Promise in Makaton! We 
were also in the process of making a time capsule which will be opened in 2030 – I think that will be 
more interesting than originally anticipated. We also had three old Rainbows open the one made in 
2010 – they had changed quite a bit! 

During half-term we celebrated World Thinking Day by ‘travelling’ around the world. After making 
passports and learning about money from around the world, they visited Our Chalet in Switzerland 
and did chocolate tasting, visited Italy to make their lunch, made masks from South Africa, visited 
Australia and did some Aboriginal paintings then finished in Mexico at Our Cabana. They also made 
hama bead flags. The day finished with cake and chorus of ‘Happy Birthday’ to remind us that it 
would have been Lord and Lady Baden-Powell’s birthday. 

Since we are no longer meeting, girls can work on their Interest Badges and have been able to do 
some Easter activities. 

We would like to say hello to everyone in Alderholt and surrounding areas and wish everyone well. 
We have done some pictures to cheer you up! 
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From the Dean of Salisbury 

 

The Word, or the Bird? 

The nationwide lockdown has meant that, like many other churches, the Cathedral has had to increase its digi-

tal output and enlarge its online presence at breakneck speed.  We have been encouraged by the comments 

on our efforts that we have received from across the Diocese and beyond.  But while it is heartening to note 

that (for example) our virtual Palm Sunday service attracted far more worshippers than could ever have fitted 

into the building, it is simultaneously humbling to note that our liturgy and our music are not the most sought-

after feature on our website.  

That honour belongs to the peregrine falcons who have returned to nest on our roof in 2020.  Their live 

webcam recorded nearly 45,000 page views in March 2020, numbers that outstrip the reach of the clergy’s 

most passionately eloquent sermons! 

In our present circumstances the popularity of the peregrines is easily understood.  Self-isolation means that 

time spent online has increased, and home schooling has sent carers looking for resources for every aspect of 

the curriculum.  Of course.  

But perhaps there are other reasons, too.  While we all adjust to our changed and straitened circumstances – 

staying at home, social distancing, and looming economic hardship – the peregrines carry on as they always 

do.  They are oblivious to the anxiety and fear that circulate below them.  And thus they are a significant re-

minder that this season will pass, and that another will follow. 

They also exult in the glorious liberty that is denied to most of us at present.  The falcons can, quite literally, 

stretch their wings and fly, enjoying long views, hunting their prey, soaring, and diving as they choose.  A 

glimpse at their webcam shows us the precious freedoms that we have temporarily renounced, and it allow us 

not to lose sight of them. 

And – in early May – the Cathedral should become home to peregrine chicks!  Our falcon has laid four eggs.  

She is sitting on them very determinedly.  But one day the eggshells will be shattered.  Their broken remnants 

will be discarded.  For something new will come. 

Does that remind you of anything?  The stone was rolled away.  The graveclothes were abandoned.  Some-

thing new had come.  

The sustained life of God’s creation.  The liberty of its children.  The death-defying life of Easter. 

I think the peregrines tell a hopeful story.  

 

Nicholas Papadopulos 
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This month has at times been a challenge in the kitchen, with government instructions to reduced visits to the 

shops and some food shortages it has been a time of making the best of what we have available. I thought I‘d 

share this recipe to encourage everyone that it is often easy to make a tasty meal from whatever you might find 

in your fridge, that is as long as you have some eggs.  

With this month’s magazine being only available on line I thought I’d share a few more colourful photos. These 

pictures were all taken with my phone so no food photographer tricks just real pictures of my kitchen and this 

month’s recipe.  

Stay home, stay safe and when you do go to the shops or a friend shops for you, make it count, use a list so you 

don’t have to keep popping in for odds and ends.  

Fridge Frittata  

Ingredients for the base of any frittata –                                                                     

3 eggs – beaten, add pepper and salt to taste                      

A splash of cream or milk if you have not cream                 

80g of cheddar type cheese                                                

(keep a little back to sprinkle on the top) 

 

You can use any ingredients that you like and have in the fridge below is the ingredients that I used on this 

occasion.  

5 rashers of streaky bacon                                            

1 small onion                                            

½ a red pepper, chopped                                                 

Cold potato – mashed left over from the day before                         

3 cherry tomatoes, cut in half                                             

Fresh parsley from the garden, chopped                                                      

(I didn’t use the mushroom in the photos coz my husband doesn’t like them) 

 

Instructions –  

Fry the bacon until crispy, then remove from the pan and cut into small pieces. Leave any bacon fat in the pan.                 

Chop the onion and fry off in the bacon fat until it is lightly caramelised, remove from the pan. Place the eggs in a 

bowl and beat together with the cream, salt and pepper, incorporate the cheese, potato and onion into the 

mixture.                         

Making sure you have the pan on a reduced, medium heat add some more oil if needed and pour the egg 

mixture into the pan. On top of this sprinkle the chopped red pepper, bacon, tomato, cheese and parsley.       

                                                                      

As the egg mixture begins to set you can do one of two things to help the top cook before the bottom burns. You 

can place the pan under a hot grill, making sure the handle if plastic or wooden is not under the grill or as I did 

place a piece of tinfoil, shiny side down, gently on top until the cheese has melted.  

This will make plenty for up to 3 people but if you don’t eat it all while hot it tastes lovely eaten cold the next 

day.  

Tastes from a Country Kitchen 
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MAY QUIZ DING BATS 
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is is is is is  

Alderholt News Needs You! 

The Alderholt news team are looking for three or four volunteers to join our 

wonderful team who deliver your magazine each month.  

As a volunteer you would be assigned your own round and deliver to 

between 10/20 addresses each month. Magazines are delivered to your 

home monthly, together with full details of the round. Through our existing 

team of volunteers, over 400 magazines are delivered every month to 

homes in and around Alderholt. 

If you think that this is something that you could help with then a call to 

either Vernon on 657823 or Pat on 654130 will answer your questions and 

provide more information. 
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RECREATE WINDOW FESTIVAL 

Thank you to everyone who took part in this lovely village event. It was so nice to look at all 

the windows on our daily walk. A special congratulations to the winner of best window!   

Here are some of the windows submitted….. 

       WINNER           2ND PLACE 

3RD PLACE 
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May 2020 in a locked down Alderholt Garden 

I couldn’t believe last week I opened the garage back door & a robin flew out (or so I thought), but this robin made me 
really jump several times after this,  I worked out it wasn’t coming from the garage but the plastic bag leaning on the wall 
next to the garage door. I am trying hard not to frighten it off so I use the front garage door as much as I can. The bag has 
rotten wood in it ready for the tip before it closed. Little bit inconvenient, but how brave!  

During the tip shut down, I have resorted to burying items I don’t like to compost eg rose prunings (due thorns), diseased 
material and rotten fence panels! It is amazing how much you can place in a 2ft x 2ft x 2ft hole. I love digging holes, very 
relaxing. Stuff rots very quickly like this. I know I should get out more but I can’t we are in lock down so I try to enjoy it and 
hasn’t the weather been gorgeous? 

 

Must fly to the flower borders: I have sprayed twice already to combat the lily beetle, but I still found one looking menacing 
on my fritillaria the other day. I scratched around and found a dead one just below the soil surface so the spray is working. 
But I need to keep an eye. If you have the plants, make up hanging baskets and troughs etc but protect from frost. Keep the 
hoe going. Later in the month plant out summer bedding, cannas & dahlias after hardening off. Water newly planted shrubs 
and trees, two gallons per shrub/tree every 4 days unless there is rainfall in between. Evergreen hedges can be clipped with 
the top narrower than the base to avoid bare areas lower down. Watch out for nesting birds. Complete the planting of 
summer bulbs. Divide congested groups of daffodils if the flowering is on the decline. Spiraea, spring flowered, can have a 
third of old wood removed to the ground after flowering. Summer flowering spiraea, remove all wood to ground level e.g. 
Anthony Waterer and gold flame. Remove any mildewed leaves of pansy/viola and pulmonaria to encourage healthy new 
leaves. Prune clematis montana after flowering, removing dead or diseased wood. Prune back remaining shoots to tidy and 
keep the climber within its allotted space. Later in the month, cut back flowered shoots of choisya, after they finish to 
promote a second flush of flower in the autumn. Hostas can be split whether in borders or pots to increase stock, improve 
soil around them. Thin out hardy annuals sown earlier directly into borders. Tie up sweet peas to canes etc. Apply liquid 
feed (use ericaceous on hydrangeas, pieris, rhododendron and azalea). Deadhead the last two named. Remove last years 
flower heads from hydrangeas if still on, just above a bud.  
 

A quick flit into the vegetable area: If veg is going to be difficult to buy, a good plan is to grow quick maturing crops like 
cress radish and rocket. All the veg seed mentioned last month can be sown for succession, or for the first time this month, 
plus, herbs, kohlrabi, runner beans and sweet corn. Sow cauliflower, sprouting broccoli and leeks for harvesting late in the 
year. Plants raised earlier can be planted out after hardening off, particularly celery, celeriac, marrow and French and 
runner beans. Continue to earth up potatoes. Harvest asparagus, cutting just below the surface with a sharp knife at an 
angle. Support peas if necessary. Control slugs, a torch and a night hunt is safest for the birds. 
 

Fruit: Prune trained acid cherries, apricot, nectarine, peach and plum by cutting back side shoots to 6 leaves. Remove 
runners from strawberries and tuck straw underneath them to keep the fruit clean, then net to keep the birds off. 
Commence feeding with a tomato fertiliser once every 10 days or so. Hang pheromone traps in apple trees to catch codling 
moth. Prune out weak shoots of raspberries to the ground, tie in strong shoots to wires, then ‘tip’ prune these strong 
shoots to a good bud. 

 

General: Begin feeding container plants and water regularly. Top dress established containers with appropriate compost for 
the plants. Wash out and top up bird baths regularly.  

 

On to the lawn: Feed established lawns with a spring or summer fertiliser if not carried out last month.  If weeds are 
numerous then use feed and weed instead. If not, remove any perennial weeds which appear with knife or appropriate 
tool.  

 

Greenhouse: Sow courgette, cucumber, marrow, melon, mustard & cress, squash, sweetcorn and tomato. Increase shading. 
Plant out tomatoes and cucumber if you didn’t get a chance in April. 

 

Ponds: Aquatic fertiliser can be applied if required. Remove blanket and duck weed.  

Give thanks we have our gardens to enjoy during these difficult times.    Les Sacre 
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The Window Repairman 
No call out charge 

Free No obligation quotation 
 

We specialise in replacing MISTED up & BROKEN 
double glazed units. 

Also DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS to doors, 
windows, patio doors, locks, hinges and handles. 

 
Give Mark a call on 

Mob: 07786 597637         Tel: 01425 476862 
mark@thewindowrepairman.co.uk 
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Perchance to dream. 

How much sleep do you need? I have read that teenagers need about 8 to 10 

hours, adults 7 to 9 hours and seniors 7 to 8 hours. I fall into the latter category 

and find that I need my 8 hours and I do love an occasional morning lie in. This 

frustrates my wife who gets up at some ungodly hour and has done the washing 

and read half a book before I surface. 

I bring the subject of sleep up because of an unusual article I read recently in a lo-

cal newspaper from the 1790s about Mary Watts, “a poor woman” living in Ford-

ingbridge who had, “lately died”.  Mary’s, “ lethargic habit of body had for the last 

three years been very extraordinary and lately so considerably increased that she 

would sleep a week, a fortnight and sometimes a month, or more, at a time which 

she considered but a day.”   

In the 18th century people loved a weird story in the papers as much as they do to-

day so no doubt the journalist does not hold back.  How would she survive I hear 

you ask. The article goes on to answer that question. She lived with her son who 

was a weaver and, “his usual method of waking her from her torpor was by putting 

food in her mouth. When she awoke she would partake of a small quantity of ali-

ment (an archaic word for nourishment), chiefly liquid, and quickly fall into the 

same state again.”    

This all may well be ringing a bell with those of you who have brought up teenagers 

but even taking into account some exaggeration, it does seem to indicate some sort 

of medical problem. It could have been Hypersomnia which effects 2 % of people 

causing them to need up to 12 hours of sleep. Another diagnosis could be Narcolep-

sy which is a rare long term neurological disorder that results in excessive daytime 

sleepiness and brief involuntary sleep episodes. People with this condition may be 

working or talking to friends and suddenly nod off. I have no medical qualification 

so apologise to anyone who has and is reading this, if I am talking through my hat. 

Whatever the cause, word soon got around and poor Mary became something of a 

freak show. The article relates that, “Curiosity induced many ladies of the town and 

neighbourhood to visit her, and many efforts were often in vain made to arouse 

her.”    

As you might guess this story has no happy ending for poor Mary. “She awoke 

about three hours before her death and continued awake apparently in good health 

and spirits ‘till the moment of her dissolution, when nature, exhausted as it were by 

this last unusual effort, gave way and she sunk without a fight, to awake no more 

here”. 

Sweet dreams! 

Julian Hewitt. Fordingbridge Museum. 
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Alderholt Craft & Produce Fair 

The market is held in Alderholt Village Hall on the following Saturdays each month selling 

local hand-made crafts and local produce. Coffee, tea and cakes always available. 

2020 

 
 20th June, 18th July, 15th August, 19th September, 17th October, 21st November,          

12th December  
 

All proceeds to the Village Hall. 

A message from Alderholt Village Hall: 

As everyone will have worked out by now, Alderholt Village Hall has had to close its doors to events, 

activities and as a meeting place during the Coronavirus shutdown. We are very sorry to lose all our 

regular users and not to be able to offer the Hall for private parties. We will advise of the renewal of 

regular and specific events as soon as the Government gives the all-clear for us to socialise again.  

The Committee had a couple of one-off events arranged which had to be cancelled, the Artsreach 

performance by Minima on March 29th and the VE Day celebration scheduled for May 9th.  

Artsreach are working on an Autumn Programme of events in the expectation of being able to offer 

performances later in the year. In the meantime have a look at https://artsreach.co.uk/news/digital-diary 

which gives access to performances and clips online so we don’t miss out entirely. If this whets your 

appetite, let us know what type of performance you would like to see staged in your Village Hall – music, 

dance, drama, recital – the types of performances can be seen at https://artsreach.co.uk/whats-on. We 

can’t be sure of being offered a specific act until the new programme is released but we will put it in our 

request.  

We hope to re-schedule the ‘Spirit of the Blitz’ 1940s dance with the Chris Walker Swingtet later in the 

year as well and look forward to the annual ‘Jazz Night’ with the Pedigree Jazz Band on Saturday 3rd 

October.  

The monthly Craft and Produce Fair is also on hold for the time being but will be resurrected as soon as 

it is safe for us to congregate! We expect that all the regular club meetings will also be able to restart as 

soon as possible.   

Please remember that your support is essential for all events in the Hall. Let’s get our community back 

together as soon as we can and make the most of the heart of the community. We’ll be back! 

Richard Wood       Chairman, Alderholt Village Hall Management Committee  

chairman@alderholtvillagehall.org.uk  

https://artsreach.co.uk/news/digital-diary
https://artsreach.co.uk/whats-on
mailto:chairman@alderholtvillagehall.org.uk
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 Groups and Organisations 

  

Really missing our get togethers. Hopefully we will meet again soon. Stay safe and keep well.          JB 

THE JOY OF LISTS 

I was looking through my bookcase a few days ago and found three books, The Book of Lists 1, The Book of Lists 2 

and The Book of Lists, the nineties. I flipped through a few pages and thought that I would make some lists of my 

own and invite some friends to do likewise and then when the lockdown is over, meet and discuss our choices. I 

sought inspiration in the Books of Lists and these are four of the lists in the nineties version – 

 5 Nations with more pigs than humans 

12 Famous men who were injured in Battle 

10 Famous Insomniacs 

10 Biggest Money-Losing Films 

I can’t match that so I selected  the following lists – 

Favourite Films 

Favourite TV programmes 

Favourite piece of Music 

Favourite Books 

Favourite Places Visited 

Places I wish to visit. 

List five choices in each category, this means that there may be some hard choices to make as I can list hundreds 

of pieces of music that I like. In addition I asked for the reason for each selection. 

I circulated this to friends and when we can meet it will be very interesting to see the diverse choices and the 

reasons. Lots of disagreements I’m sure but the fun of lists is compiling them. 

Give it a try.  Brian Butler 

 

FORDINGBRIDGE CAMERA CLUB 

If you did not already know, 2020 diaries shows Monday May 4th as a Bank Holiday - this is incorrect.  This has 
now been changed to Friday 8th to celebrate VE Day, - but only after all diaries and calendars have been printed 
for 2020.   Our website, www.fordingbridgecameraclub.org.uk contains our programme of talks by visiting top 
photographers and experienced club members.   These are coupled with opportunities to show your work on top 
quality equipment and have it commented on by experienced photographic judges. We normally meet at 
Avonway Community Centre at 7.30pm on Wednesdays but have temporarily suspended meetings for the next 
few months. Our website, www.fordingbridgecameraclub.org.uk will keep you up to date.  Unfortunately we 
have had to postpone our free exhibition planned for this year until 2021.  A virus, in the immortal words said by 
the British Nobel laureate sometime ago, is “a piece of bad news wrapped up in a protein.”  Reading can be 
useful if you are housebound during the current troubles. If you would rather stay at home and read a book, 
remember Groucho Marks’ advise – “Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s best friend.  Inside of a dog it’s too 
dark to read”.  Old newspapers hold a lot of interesting information. The Aberdeen Evening Express reported that 
“At the height of the gale, the harbourmaster radioed a coast guard and asked him to estimate the wind speed. He 
replied he was sorry, but he didn't have a gauge. However, if it was any help, the wind had just blown his Land 
Rover off the cliff”.”  The Daily Telegraph, some time ago reported – Commenting on a complaint from a Mr. 
Arthur Purdey about a large gas bill, a spokesman for North West Gas said, “We agree it was rather high for the 
time of year. It’s possible Mr Purdey has been charged for the gas used up during the explosion that destroyed his 
house.”  My favourite was the report in the Bournemouth Evening Echo that Mrs Irene Graham of Boscombe, 
reminiscing about a German prisoner of war who was sent to work in her garden each week.  He was repatriated 
at the end of 1945 and she recalled that “He seemed a nice friendly chap but when the crocuses came up in the 
middle of our lawn in February 1946, they spelt out Heil Hitler”.  Some comments made by Underground Drivers 
at peak periods are included:  'To the gentleman wearing the long grey coat trying to get on the second carriage -- 
what part of stand clear of the doors don’t you understand?” During an extremely hot rush hour on the Central 
Line, the driver announced in a West Indian drawl: 'Step right this way for the sauna, ladies and gentlemen... 
Unfortunately, towels are not provided.' 

Good Companions 

http://www.fordingbridgecameraclub.org.uk/
http://www.fordingbridgecameraclub.org.uk/
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ALDERHOLT PARISH COUNCIL 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 

Members would like to thank Alderholt residents for adhering to the government guidelines with 

regards to Covid-19 and for not using the outdoor gym equipment and children’s play park. 

Alderholt Recreation Ground is a wonderful resource for the village and offers a lovely area for 

villagers to take their socially distanced exercise while lockdown is ongoing.  

 

Parish Office 

Due to current Government advice, Parish Council officers are working from home and the 

office will be closed to the public until further notice. However, residents can still contact 

the council via email. 

 

Parish Council Meetings 

In compliance with Government advice and guidelines all democratic committee meetings and non-
essential meetings of Alderholt Parish Council were postponed until central government issued 
instructions on how to continue the democratic services function.   

Legislation has been updated and we are currently working through what this means for Alderholt 
Parish Council. If remote meetings are held they will be advertised on our website. Questions 
from members of the public should be submitted by email prior to the meeting.  

 
Household Waste 

Currently all household recycling centres are closed and garden waste services suspended in order 
to protect kerbside bin collections.  

 If you have symptoms that may be caused by coronavirus, personal waste (such as used tissues) 
and disposable cleaning cloths can be stored securely within disposable rubbish bags. These bags 
should be placed into another bag, tied securely and kept separate from other waste. This should be put 
aside for at least 72 hours before being put in your usual black wheelie bin. 

 Please wash your hands before putting your bins out and taking them back in.  

 Dorset Waste Partnership’s crews use gloves and are observing strict hygiene rules to reduce the 
possibility of catching or spreading the virus. 

 Recycling, glass and food waste can be placed in your usual bins as normal. 
For further information, please visit https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/

emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx  

 

Dog waste 

If you are out walking your dog, please take your litter and bagged dog waste home with 

you. DO NOT use public litter bins or dog bins as these are not being emptied regularly 

during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx
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Parish Councillor Vacancies 

There are currently 3 vacancies on the Parish Council following the resignation of Cllrs English, 

Godsall and Morris. We are awaiting notice from Dorset Council of whether a by-election has 

been called but this has been delayed due to the current Covid-19 situation. 

Planning Applications 

There were no applications received during March. 

Parish Council Meetings 

The next Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday 4
th
 May 2020 2020 at 7.00pm. 

Please check the noticeboard and/or Parish Council website for most up to date 

information.  

 

Officers and Councillors of Alderholt Parish Council are here to help the 

community and hope you will contact them if you have any concerns or needs in 

these difficult times and beyond. 

Please email clerk@alderholtparishcouncil.co.uk in the first instance or refer to 
www.alderholtparishcouncil.co.uk for Councillor contact details. 

mailto:clerk@alderholtparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.alderholtparishcouncil.co.uk
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CLOSED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 
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   Alderholt Art Club Ginny Whiting F.650458 
Alderholt Brownies ( age 7 - 10 ) 
Alderholt Rainbows (age 5 and 6 yrs old) 
Alderholt Community Fund 
 

 

Lynne Nash 
Karin Gould   

  www.alderholtcommunitycharitabletrust.org 
    e-mail: Alderholtcommunityfund@gmail.com 

F.652530 
F.656566 
  
 

Alderholt Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Martin Smethers 07860352279 
Your local Councillor: Dorset Councillor is Cllr Dave Tooke  07789 692492  

Alderholt Dramatic & Musical Club Frank Sims (Hon Sec) F.655763 
Alderholt Football Club 
Alderholt Friendship Club 

Terry Gulliver 
 

F.652697 
 

Alderholt Luncheon Club Jill Loden 01725 517318 
Alderholt Parish Council  F.657587 
Alderholt Parish News Holly Botto (Church Office) 

(alderholtparishnews@gmail.com) 
07805979827 

Alderholt Reading Room Letting officer     Judith Bond (alderholtreadingroom@gmail.com)  01425 653980 
Alderholt Recreation Association Ian Cole F.655764 
Alderholt Short Mat Bowls Paul Haynes  F.291317  
Alderholt Skittles Club Lesley Juress F.656873 
Alderholt Sports & Social Club Christina Barr F.650602 
Alderholt Tennis Club Peter Madden    F.658054 
Alderholt Village Hall Caretaker Selina Evans 07585 548287 
* Management Committee Chairman Richard Wood  

email: Richard@hbc-alderholt.co.uk  
F.653766 

* To Hire the Village Hall 
 
* Village Hall Market – enquiries contact 
* Stall Bookings contact 

Mandy Robbins 
    e-mail mandysrobbins@gmail.com 
    John Zebedee 

Richard Wood 

01425 650965 
  
01725 517362 
01425 653766 

Alderholt Wives Group Jacque’ Butler F.654581 
Group Scout leader  

    Group Chairman    
Beavers for 6-8 years 
Cubs (8-10  ½ years)  
Scouts  (10 ½ -14 years)    

Sheenagh Bradford : onehappylassie@gmail.com 
Martin Smethers : martinsmethers1948@gmail.com      
Nigel Emsen : 1stalderholtbeavers@gmail.com 
John Flippence : mudshrimp@btinternet.com  
Jason Vockins : jasonvockins:btinternet.com 

07881802207 
07860 352279  
07791848818 
07834 963195 
07830173640 

Homewatch Co-ordinator Tony Moulder F.650832 
Kingswood Day Nursery Michelle Wood F.656451 
Ladies Badminton Club Diane Woodard F.657962  
'Little Jims': for tiny ones Holly Botto   07805979827 

Millstream Orchestra Harry Clarke F.653217 
St. James’ First School and Nursery Head Teacher  Miss Jo Hudson F.653063 
Supertots Playgroup ( 0 -4 years )      “         “ F.653063 

 
POLICE:  If you wish to make a non-urgent enquiry, please either use the yellow telephone or dial 101 from any                 

other telephone. For all emergency calls please call 999. 

 

 

Tel:  101 

 
Citizens Advice Bureau 

 
Fordingbridge Library  
Wednesday 10.00am to 2.00pm 

 
03444111306 
03444111444 

Alderholt Surgery  Park Lane  Alderholt   Surgery times vary for  the Doctors attending. 
To make an appointment please ring 01425 653430 
Prescription collection from 11.30 am to 1.00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday  
Two Bridges Care Group -  transport services for those who need it. 
Call 0845 838 5902, 9am – 5.30pm, Mon-Fri.   Would you like to help, co-ordinate, drive? 
   

CONTACTS FOR VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS 

http://www.alderholtcommunitycharitabletrust.org/
mailto:Alderholtcommunityfund@gmail.com
mailto:alderholtreadingroom@gmail.com
mailto:Richard@hbc-alderholt.co.uk
mailto:wendywhiteley@hotmail.com
mailto:martinsmethers1948@gmail.com
mailto:mudshrimp@btinternet.com
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